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Memo 

To: Board of Commissioners 

From: Doug Coutts, Director 

Date: 5/12/2017 

Re: Potential new park property 

I was approached by a constituent, Shelly Ackerman, regarding 40 acres of property behind the 
Elementary and Primary schools that is being put up for sale by the Waterman family. I joined 
Shelly, with Michael Cramer, Forest Land Manager for the Waterman Company, and Ryan Elting 
and Ida Gianopulos from the Whidbey Camano Land Trust, for a discussion of some options and 
a walk of the property. The property has some trails already constructed which are being 
maintained by a volunteer effort. 

During our conversation with this group, the Whidbey Camano Land trust representatives 
indicated that the Land Trust had not placed the properties as high priority on their ranking list 
and that they did not have funds available to purchase the two parcels. I stated that the Park 
District had already leveraged the amount of un-voted debt that could be incurred by the 
District in the purchase of the Campground Property so the options available would be a capital 
campaign to raise money to purchase the two parcels or a voted bond which would be a board 
decision. I said I would bring the property to the board for consideration and invited interested 
parties to attend the meeting. 

I also reached out to Debra Waterman and spoke to her about the situation. She stated that the 
two parcels are currently not on the market but that they are in the process of permitting an 
access road for some logging and then would be looking to sell the two parcels. The two parcels 
are actually owned by different entities, one is owned by the grandchildren and one by the 
Waterman Company. Debra did state that ideally they would rather sell to an agency that would 
be preserving the land as is if that is possible. I explained that our board would be discussing the 
property and reviewing the property through our Property Acquisition Matrix, and that I would 
begin that at the May 17th meeting. 
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I also encouraged Shelly Ackerman to start a go fund me campaign to get the funding ball rolling 
and suggested that either the Whidbey Camano Land Trust or the South Whidbey Parks and 
Aquatics Foundation could act as fiscal agents for the fund, allowing tax deductible receipts for 
contributions toward the property purchase. 

I have attached a map showing the two parcels in question as well as a trail map of the existing 
trails behind the schools, some of which are on the property in question. Also included in your 
board packet is a property acquisition Matrix that I would ask you to fill out based on these 
properties. 

 

 

 


